ENTENTE CORDIALE	615
than this ; for those causes involved three distinct currents of
ill-feeling—the rivalry between Austria and Russia for influence
in the Balkans, the rivalry between Britain and Germany for
commercial and naval supremacy, and the far older and more
complicated race-hatred between France and Germany. Here
we can but mention a few of the main points as seen from a
British angle.
The Franco-German War had left great bitterness between
those two Powers, and each sought to strengthen itself with
allies, Germany forming the Triple Alliance with Austria and
Italy, while France made a Dual Alliance with Russia. Britain
prided herself on " a policy of Splendid Isolation " from these
continental animosities ; though on the whole we were drawn
rather towards our German " cousins " than towards France,
with whom we had several bones of contention, especially over
Egypt (§ 323). But when things went badly with our forces in
the early days of the Boer War, there was a universal shout of
delight from European Powers which were jealous of our
Empire, and in this chorus it was Germany that took the lead.
Indeed, the German Emperor hinted that nothing but the
overwhelming superiority of the British navy prevented him
from coming to the aid of the Boers. And as he now began to
build up his own navy as if to challenge that superiority, our
statesmen felt that it would be suicidal to remain on bad terms
with France as well. So soon after the death of Salisbury
(who stood by the old pro-German policy) his successor as
Foreign Secretary (Lord Lansdowne) and in the Premiership
(Balfour) negotiated an Entente Cordiale with France. This
was not a formal treaty. It merely cleared up several out-
standing causes of ill-feeling between the two countries, and
made a " gentlemen's agreement" that each would support
the other in case of attack by a third party. This was supple-
mented a few years later by a similar understanding between
Britain and France's ally, Russia (N228, 229).
The Liberal Government under Campbell-Bannerman and
Asquith continued this policy. Admiral Fisher designed a

